| Am Rural - Hear Me Roar

Moderator: Richard Bolen, Mayor Pro Tem, Wakefield; Vice
President, League Board of Trustees

Amy Clickner, Lake Superior Community Partnership

Kent Wood, Northern Michigan Chamber Alliance
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The LSCP supports P-20 Education which is vital to our economic competitiveness and future workforce.

P-12 Education:

* Support equitable P-12 per pupil funding

* Investment and access in early childhood programs in the region
Higher Ed:

* [ncreased funding to prepare future workforce

Workforce Development:

* Access to training in trade and technical fields

 Business needs to play a significant role in the success of regional workforce
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The LSCP believes that sustainable and diverse economic growth is essential to the long term success of the

region.

Economic Vitality:

« Support and advocate for policies that encourage quality job creation and retention/expansion of our
businesses

» Tax policy has a big impact on competitiveness of business, willing to pay at a reasonable level, but not
disproportionate level

* Support continuation/expansion of economic development tools to encourage development; management of

these programs needs to be responsible, flexible and meet the needs of both urban and rural settings



000000 000000 |:| 00000000 0000000







Privately Funded

30 person maximum
Must be nominated
Meets monthly

Two major events

;

Marquette County Ambassadors



» Twenty five people, 25 meetings, 2 days
* Three objectives:
* Inform
* Listen
* Action

* Expanding regionally
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Secure generation of energy
Transportation funding

Expansion of cell coverage and broadband
Community Mental Health funding
Solution for road and infrastructure financing permitted and %

funded alternative truck route




Declaration of Delta County a State of Emergency Area

Continued support and funding for statewide trail systems
Environmentally respectful and easy to navigate permitting process for
aquaculture

Support of HB 4571 and HB 4572
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NORTHERN MICHIGAN CHAMBER

ALLIANCE

ALPENA « BENZIE * CADILLAC » CHARLEVOIX * GAYLORD
PETOSKEY * TRAVERSE CITY = MARQUETTE COUNTY




Was established based on the premise that many legislative issues impact Michigan’s northern

Lower Peninsula and Upper Peninsula in similar ways. The alliance includes:

* Alpena Area Chamber of Commerce

* Benzie County Chamber of Commerce
» Cadillac Area Chamber of Commerce

e Charlevoix Area Chamber of Commerce
* Gaylord Area Chamber of Commerce

* Lake Superior Community Partnership

* Petoskey Regional Chamber of Commerce ée'-t
« Traverse City Area Chamber of Commerce o] e
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Talent Development

e Equitable funding for northern Michigan schools and funding distributed according to the 2x
formula.

 Additional funding and access to workforce training and talent development based on business
needs.

* Immigration reform to assist northern Michigan agriculture and manufacturing needs.
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Start with an introduction to the legislator; get to know the “person” before issues are discussed.
Take time to learn their priorities and perspective. Research their assigned committees.

Respect and trust builds respect and trust.

Reference the LSCP website and documentation for consistent messaging.

Focus on LSCP Legislative Agenda for specific issue discussion, be concise - don’t overload
legislators with to much information, build understanding with each connection.
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