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Regulations:
Zoning

• Urban Agriculture 
Ordinance (April 2013)

• Defined
– Farmers Markets

– Farm Stands

• Zoning Districts Allowed

• Principal/Accessory Use



Agriculture
Ordinance
(April 2013)

• Definitions

• Where Allowed

• Operation 
Standards

• Review Process



Farmers Market:
Definition

“A pre-designated non-municipally owned or operated area, with 
or without temporary structures, where vendors and 
individuals who have raised the vegetables or produce or have 
taken the same on consignment for retail sale, sell vegetables 
or produce, flowers, orchard products, locally-packaged food 
products and/or animal agricultural products.”



Farmers Market:
Zoning

• Allowed as a principal use, by-right, in most business 
districts, industrial districts, and some special and overlay 
districts

• Allowed as an accessory use where located on the same 
zoning lot as religious and educational institutions, schools, 
outdoor rec facilities, and neighborhood centers



Farm Stand:
Definition

“A temporary structure, accessory to an urban garden or urban 
farm for the display and sale of vegetables or produce, 
flowers, orchard products, locally-produced packaged food 
products and similar non-animal agricultural products grown or 
produced on the general property of the urban garden or 
urban farm upon which the stand is located.”



Keep Growing Detroit’s
Garden Resource Program

• 2003 – 70 gardens

• 2011 – 1,385 gardens

– 437 community

– 90 market

– 48 school

– 810 family

73 varieties of plants





Multi-Stakeholder Intentional Input  
by Design:

Urban Agriculture Workgroup

• Grassroots Growers
• Proposed Large-

Scale Ag Projects
• Community 

Development Orgs
• Environmental 

Justice
• Higher Ed
• MDARD
• City Departments



Opportunities



Food Security



Challenges

• Location, Location, 
Location!

• Acceptance as 
commercial use in 
residential areas

• Viability 
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