
Protect MI Kids 
Legislative Package

The Answer to Michigan’s Big Tobacco Problem



Bill package will: 
reduce youth tobacco use, 

help current smokers quit and 
save Black lives. 

The Answer to Michigan’s Big Tobacco Problem



The Problem



F o r  6 0  y e a r s ,
The tobacco industry has deliberately and aggressively targeted 
Black communities with menthol ads to boost profits. Menthol is the 
most popular flavor among Black smokers, as it masks 
the harshness of tobacco, which allows users to smoke more while 
making it harder to quit.

6 0  Y e a r s  L a t e r :
• In the 1950s, Black people represented only 5 percent of menthol 

smokers; today it’s 85 percent.
• More than 70,000 Black and Brown people are diagnosed with 

tobacco-related disease each year (Truth Initiative, 2020).
• Menthol cigarettes are the number one killer of Black people: 45,000 

deaths each year.
• Now, women, youth, LGBTQ+, and people with behavioral health 

issues (depression, psychological distress) are using menthol at higher 
rates.

• 70 percent of smokers want to quit, but the addictive properties of 
menthol make it difficult to do so.



Big Tobacco is marketing products in kid-friendly flavors such as 
gummy bear, berry blend, chocolate, peach, cotton candy, 
strawberry, and grape. These flavors are particularly designated for 
e-cigarettes and cigars, as well as smokeless tobacco and hookah. 
And it’s working:
• Flavored tobacco products play a key role in enticing kids to a lifetime 

of addiction.
• More than 2.5 million youth reported using e-cigarettes in 2022.
• Flavors: Nearly 85% of those youth used flavored e-cigarettes.
• Dependence: More than one in four of those youth used e-cigarettes 

daily.
• Flavored tobacco packaging often resembles the candy it’s usually 

displayed near in retail outlets.

B i g  T o b a c c o ’s  N e w  F r o n t i e r :  
O U R  Y O U T H



M I CH I GA N  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  W O R S T  
S T A T E S  F O R  T O B A CCO  CO N T R O L  
P O L I CI E S

The American Lung Association’s “State of Tobacco 
Control” 2024 report gave the state of Michigan mostly 
failing grades for tobacco control policies, making it one 
of the worst states in the nation to prevent and reduce 
tobacco use. 

Michigan ranks dead last for state spending on tobacco 
prevention – tied with West Virginia

What follows is a snapshot of selected cities and counties 
that helped the state earn its failing grades:





T o b a c c o  R e m a i n s  A  P r o b l e m  I n  
M i c h i g a n

Retailers are selling to kids at alarming rates and there 
is currently no way to hold violators accountable

FDA Compliance Check Failure Rates 
● Michigan: 30%
● Detroit: 57%
● Grand Rapids: 33%
● Lansing: 21%
● Flint: 28%



GENESEE COUNTY

• Genesee County’s smoking rate is higher than state and national averages.

• Genesee County 2023 adult smoking rate is 22.4%, which is higher than Michigan’s rate of 15.2% 
and the U.S. rate 13.5%. 

• Smoking is a significant risk factor for poorer health (e.g., pulmonary disease, cardiac disease, 
etc.) and higher health care costs. There are minimal smoking cessation resources in Genesee 
County and those that exist are underutilized.

T o b a c c o  R e m a i n s  A  P r o b l e m  I n  
M i c h i g a n



PONTIAC & OAKLAND COUNTY

• Tobacco retailer compliance check failure rates for sales to those in Pontiac under 21 years of 
age for 2022 is high at 40%.

• 24% of Pontiac’s adults smoke compared to an average of 16.2% across other Dashboard 
cities (City Health Dashboard 2019).

• In Oakland County, 3 in 10 pregnant women smoke – higher than the state rate.      

T o b a c c o  R e m a i n s  A  P r o b l e m  I n  
M i c h i g a n



JACKSON COUNTY

• 2023 Jackson County adult smoking rate: 25.8%

• 19.8% of pregnant women smoke (10.6% is the state average).

• Higher incidences of lung cancer in Jackson County than in Michigan and the U.S.

• Almost 30% of high school youth have tried tobacco.

T o b a c c o  R e m a i n s  A  P r o b l e m  I n  
M i c h i g a n



T o b a c c o  R e m a i n s  A  P r o b l e m  I n  
M i c h i g a n

Michigan lags behind in protecting kids and targeted communities from 
the dangers of nicotine and tobacco.

• The tobacco industry spends nearly $300 million in Michigan each year to 
keep people addicted and to attract new, young customers.

• Tobacco use kills 16,200 Michiganders each year.
• Smoking-related annual health care costs: $5.33 billion.
• High rates of youth vaping have erased decades of progress.
• Michigan tobacco retailers sell to kids at alarming rates — one of the highest 

in the country.
• Michigan tobacco retailers are not required to have a license, making 

enforcement nearly impossible. 



T O B A CCO  N A T I O N :  A n  O n g o i n g  
Cr i s i s
Michigan is one of 13 states that make up TOBACCO NATION: a collection of states with the worst health 
outcomes from tobacco use while also being home to a disproportionate share of adult smokers. 

Those states also include: ALABAMA, ARKANSAS, INDIANA, KENTUCKY, LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI, 
MISSOURI, OHIO, OKLAHOMA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TENNESSEE, and WEST VIRGINIA

TOBACCO NATION CHARACTERISTICS: 
• Life Expectancy: Tobacco Nation residents live 3 years less on average and are more likely 

to die from cancer than the rest of the U.S.
• Health: Tobacco Nation residents report more than 20% more “poor” physical and mental 

health days than the average American.
• Finances: Tobacco Nation residents earn nearly 25% less per year than the rest of the U.S.
• Youth Tobacco Use: Compared to the 10 countries with the highest rates of tobacco use 

among youth, Tobacco Nation ranks #5.



The Solution



T h e  Co m p r e h e n s i v e  B i l l  P a c k a g e  

● Senate Bill 647, sponsored by Sen. Sue Shink (D-Northfield Twp.), would allow local counties 
and cities to enact tougher restrictions on tobacco sales within their own community.

● Senate Bill 648, sponsored by Sen. Stephanie Change (D-Detroit), would tax e-cigarettes and 
vaping products containing nicotine for the first time and increase tobacco taxes with proceeds 
used to reduce tobacco use among youth.

● Senate Bills 649 and 650, introduced by Sen. John Cherry (D-Flint), would end the sale of all 
flavored tobacco products, including flavored e-cigarettes and menthol cigarettes.

● Senate Bills 651 and 652, introduced by Sen. Sam Singh (D-East Lansing), would require tobacco 
retailers to be licensed, just like liquor retailers, so the state can enforce laws prohibiting the 
sale of tobacco to minors.

● Senate Bill 653, sponsored by Sen. Mary Cavanaugh (D-Redford Twp.), and Senate Bill 654, 
sponsored by Sen. Paul Wojno (D-Warren), would repeal penalties against minors for tobacco 
purchase, use and possession, which supporters say have been “ineffective.”

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nb0ondzldgls2lyz22gnfh2u))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0647
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nb0ondzldgls2lyz22gnfh2u))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0648
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nb0ondzldgls2lyz22gnfh2u))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0649
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/billintroduced/Senate/pdf/2023-SIB-0650.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nb0ondzldgls2lyz22gnfh2u))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0651
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nb0ondzldgls2lyz22gnfh2u))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0652
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nb0ondzldgls2lyz22gnfh2u))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0653
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(nb0ondzldgls2lyz22gnfh2u))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2023-SB-0654


Strong Public Support





















S u p p o r t  f o r  L e g i s l a t i o n

Organizations

● Flint Development Center
● Genesee Health Center
● Hurley Hospital 
● MALPH
● Mott Children’s Health Center
● School Health Coordinators in 

Michigan
● Without Walls
● Wayne State University

Local Government

● Ann Arbor
● Detroit
● Flint
● Washtenaw County
● Wayne County
● Benton Harbor



W e  Ca n n o t  W a i t  f o r  F e d e r a l  A c t i o n



O u r  A S K  

● Collect compelling stories to share with Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids
● Sign on to the Resolution of Support 

@www.keepmikidstobaccofree.com
● Use your platform to educate the community and dispel misinformation 

fueled by the tobacco industry and their front groups

http://www.keepmikidstobaccofree.com


Co n t a c t  

● mjones@umakeitcount.org
● 313-622-0039
● www.stopflavors.org

mailto:mjones@umakeitcount.org


Bill package will: 
reduce youth tobacco use, 

help current smokers quit and 
save Black lives 

The Answer to Michigan’s Big Tobacco Problem
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