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The Past

Because the business model of defendants' dispensary relies entirely on transactions 
that do not comply with the MMMA, defendants are operating their business in "[a] 
building . . . used for the unlawful . . . keeping for sale . . . or furnishing of a controlled 
substance," and the plaintiff is entitled to an injunction enjoining the continuing 
operation of the business because it is a public nuisance. (pp. 21-22)
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The Present
• Emergency Rules were signed by Governor Snyder and filed with the 

Secretary State of December 4, 2017.
• Promulgating permanent rules is a lengthy process; Emergency Rules were 

therefore written to provide the framework for establishing the facilities 
licensing system by December 15, 2017, as required in statute.  Emergency 
Rules are valid for six months but may be extended if necessary.

• The Medical Marihuana Advisory Panel members will be appointed in early 
2018.

• Once the Panel is seated, work will begin to establish permanent rules to 
manage the facilities licensing system.  Permanent rules must be approved by 
the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules, made up of three members of 
the Senate and three members of the House of Representatives.
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The Present Seed to Sale Tracking

• LARA has contracted with Metrc (Marihuana Enforcement Tracking 
Reporting & Compliance) for seed to sale tracking .

• Metrc is a cloud hosted on-line software reporting system used by 
licensed marihuana businesses to manage and report supply chain 
activities as required by state rules.

• Metrc uses serialized tags with bar-code, human-readable and Radio 
Frequency Identification (RFID) tags attached to every plant, and labels 
attached to wholesale packages to track marihuana inventory. Each tag is 
attached to a plant to facilitate tracking through different stages of 
growth, as well the drying and curing processes.
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Forbes: “Michigan has one of the largest medical marijuana 
programs in the country with a patient count that’s approaching 
300,000. Compare that to New York, which has a population twice 
that of Michigan’s but only about 42,000 patients. Michigan’s 
medical marijuana program’s patient enrollment is only second 
to the behemoth of California’s medical cannabis program.”
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National Real Estate Investor: “Executives involved in the 
burgeoning industry surrounding legalized marijuana say today’s 
property gold rush isn’t taking place in states like California and 
Colorado where marijuana laws are already in effect. Instead, they 
say, it’s taking off in states like Michigan and New Jersey…”
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The Jewish News: “In the eyes of an increasing number of industry 
analysts, cannabis has already become too big to fail … it’s one of the 
fastest-growing industries in the U.S. … and medical marijuana alone 
could reach a net worth of $5 billion annually by 2020. By that same 
year, economists predict the legal marijuana industry could generate 
up to $556 million annually for the state of Michigan. It can generate 
significant revenue and jobs. It will create a robust marketplace that 
will provide a positive economic impact.”
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Michigan Medical Marihuana Regulation

Contacts:

• Bureau of Medical Marihuana Regulation – (517) 284-8599
LARA-MedicalMarihuana@michigan.gov

• Andrew Brisbo, Director, Bureau of Medical Marihuana Regulation
BrisboA@michigan.gov 

To find Frequently Asked Questions and sign up for e-mail updates, please visit: 

http://www.michigan.gov/medicalmarihuana
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