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‘Broken System' Has Cities 'Drowning’ In Fiscal Troubles
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Articles of Note: We’re Getting Their Attention
The Detroit News

Revenue sharing boosts Michigan communities

f Gary Wolfram
fes | W | in w2
. Thomas Jefferson made clear that much of our
in ;
: governance should come at the local level. As he put
itin 1816 in his letter to Joseph Cabell:
e “It is by dividing and subdividing these republics from
: ' ) the great national one down through all its

5 subordinations, until it ends in the administration of

every man's farm by himself: by placing under everyone what his own eye may
superintend, that all will be done for the best”

Michigan has a long history of declaring the importance of local government. The
Home Rule City Act of 1909 precluded the state govemment from dissolving a city
without a vote of the local residents. Section 34 of Article VIl of the 1963 Constitution
requires that provisions of the constitution concerning cities “shall be liberally
construed in their favor.” One way of acknowledging the importance of local units of
government was the establishment of revenue sharing, whereby the state government
collects revenue statewide and returns the revenue to cities, villages. and townships.
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Growth in Municipal
General Revenue 2002 - 2012
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Change in Municipal Revenues

From State Sources
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Change in Total Local Employment (Including Education)

2004 - 2014
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Change in Local Employment - Police Full Time Equivalent Employees

2004 - 2014
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STATEWIDE TAXABLE VALUE (2005-2015)
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Source: Adapted from GLEC, 2016
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Challenges to Our Success
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What if Michigan’s Population Had Kept Pace?

In Thousands
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WE WANT YOU!



What can you do?
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